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25X1 


12 October 1967 

MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Air Systems Division, OEL 

Ideas on Lightning Discharges 


SUBJECT 


Attached herewith is 


letter, 21 September 


1967, and booklet re lightning discharges. If you are 
interested perhaps one of your people could talk to | [ abc.it 
it during a routine visit at LAC. If you are not interested 
perhaps you may know of someone who is. 


Deputy for 
Research and Development 
Special Activities 


Attachment : 
As Stated 
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Distr ibution : 
1 - 


1 - "D/ R&D/OS'A' 

1 ~ D/RfcD/OS A(Chrono') 

' 8 / R&D/OSA ( 12 Oct 67) 
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STAT ToJ 


Sept. 21, ~ 9&1 


STAT 


Gentlemen: 

t to I come of the aspects of an idea concerning the influ- 

charge (conductors) into electrically charged regions to aid 

and^ guide* the^diEicharging^roceBS ! As I visualise the situation thewires 
could be a few thousandths of an inch in diameter and one or mo e ( y > 

from a reel by means of a drogue . 

This method is possible because the main discharge will occur through lois 

Riirroundins the wire. Because of the very high conductivity ol wexi wn.-- 
air, even compared to metals, the Lightning Bug wiH serve only os ^ 
direct the discharge and will not be important once it is under way. Therefor, 
the only limitation on its diameter is the _ strength required. Even if i. 
breaks in a few places it still should do its job. 

This plan has several advantages: 

A relatively cheap barrage may be laid down. , . 

De-energizing a storm can result in much better weather conditions 

„+ n time when it is most to our advantage. 

There should be little or no evidence left of what caused the 
lightning storm. 

;.xs ys£ ="- sd” -“ts 

commercial aspects of weather moderation. 

^'I'^sri'you and dur Armed Forces to have free use of this idea - ; if it proven 
practical, as X think it will. 


0 



STAT 


Attach. 


STAT 
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